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THE POLISH CHAMBER OF FOREIGN TRADE

At present, 48 enterprises and institutions are affiliated with the Polish
-~Chamber of Foreign Trade, with headquarters in Wargaw. The chamber was estab-
1ished by the decree of 28 September 1949, The dministration consists of the
general body of member delegates, the council, the presidium, and the chgirman.

The chamber nominates regulsr, honorary, and corresponding members. All
central agencies for foreign trade are ordinary members, as are banks and other
institutions connected with foreign trade, Polish navigation, harbor operations,

S and international shipping. Other Polish enterprises and institutions may be

admitted as ordinary members by approval of the presidium and after certifica-
tion by the Minister for Foreign Trade. Corresponding members are gselected by
the council from among Poland's legal profession and that of foreign countries;

they do not pay membership dues.
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The council mey set up group
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The chamber is responsible for answering all inquiries pertaining to Polish
£ foreign countries about Poland's export

foreign trade, particularly inquiries o
capacity and import requirements. The information service of the chamber pub-

1ishes bulletins for foreign readers.

The. chamber's experts on technical problems, transportation, and foreign

languages are made available to foreign custoinérs.

The chamber, with branches in Lodz, Katavic_e;/l’oznan, Gdynia, and 8zczecin,
ipsues certificates of origin and 811 kinds of other certificates.
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0f special significance was the creation of the Arbitration Court, with
authority to rule in controversies pertaining to agreements existing between
Polend and a foreign government; to agreements between contracting parties; to
written stipulation between parties, or to agreements which have gone into the
court .record; and to legal cases in which the complainant appeals to the court
and the defendant rejects the opinion dnd competency of such court.

The members of the Arbitration Court are elected by the couacil for a
term of 3 years. They are economists, lawyers, and commercisl and industrial
experts. The court is composed of at least 50 persons. At present, it comprises
187 members, with a chairman, & secretary, and a deputy gsecretary; 1t is repre-
gented in arbitratiou cases by the chairmsn or one of his deputies.

For each individual case, the parties choose & judge and a chairman from’
among the arbitrators. The chairman of the Arbitration Court designates .=
bers in special cases only, when he is empowered to do s0 by both parties or vhen
one party fails to nomipate a judge.

The parties select experts and participate in the proceedings either per-.
sonally or through their authorized agents. )

The court provides that witnesses be subpoenaed at the request of one of the
parties or on its own initistive. Its decisionc are guided by the principles of”
business practice and are based on good faith and Jjustice. Resolutions and judg-
ments are .passca by & majority vote. Decigions cannot be appealed.

Delinquent debtors are barred from appealing to the Arbitration Court. This
agsures the execution of Judgments against parties residing in countries where
decisions of Polish courts, especially of the Polish Arbitration Courts, do not
have legal force. Decisions are made known to other arbitration courts, both do-

mestic and foreign.

Trial costs and fees ere levied according to the scale fixed by the chamber 's
council.

At present, the presidium of the Arbitration Court 1s composed of Dr Refael
Taubenszlag, professor at Warsew University, chalrman; Prof Wlodzimierz Kozubski
and Henryk Czarneckd director of the Commerce Bank in Warsaw, deputy chairmen;

cxl,

and Dr Maurycy Richter, secretary.

According to & report submitted by the Polish Chamber of Foreign Trade, no
disputes have arigen in connection with commercial transactions with the USSR,
Czechoslovakia, and Hungary. No general arbitration agreement has been coacluded
with the West, so that a opecial arbitration agreement has to be reached for in-
dividual commercial transactions. The chamber has not been able to carry out
comprebensive market and trade analyses as planned. At present, resesrch on
market conditions is limited to problems pertaining to the export of agricultural
products. The results of tkese investigations are published in special bulletins.
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